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Creating Art Portfolios 

Writer: Andrea Saenz Williams 

Grade Level: Pre-K

Related Big Picture Concepts: Function

Subject Areas: Visual Arts, Social Studies

Duration: 30 min.

Essential Question: How do we keep things safe?
Abstract: Students will examine the function of the Torah Case and explore the importance of keeping special things safe by placing them in a portfolio.
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Iraqi, Torah Case (Tik), 1908 (dedication date), H. 36 7/8 x Diam. 10 1/2 in., silver: die-stamped, repoussé, cast, appliqué, chased, engraved, partly gilded; wood; textile; carnelian beads (restoration), Museum purchase, Judaic Art Fund and Museum Purchase Fund
North Carolina Foundations Correlations

Cognitive Development: CD-5, CD-9

Student Learning Objectives

1. Explore the concept of a portfolio and other ways we keep things safe.

2. Draw images of things (people, places, objects) that are special to them on their portfolio.

Activities

Introduction/ Warm-Up

1. Talk with students about how they are all artists and that artists need a place to keep their work safe.

2. Show sample portfolio with artwork inside. Tell students that the folder is called a portfolio. Ask them to say the word with you—portfolio.

3. Transition to a conversation about the Torah Case and show them the image. Ask students if they think it is art and why or why not. Ask them to describe the detail they see on the case. Explain that the case holds and protects something very special—the Torah (a book). 

4. Explain that the case is very big. Have a student volunteer stand up and explain that the Torah Case is about as tall as he or she is.

5. Point out how the Torah Case opens and closes to protect the Torah inside. Discuss how the book inside is not made from pages that turn like books the students use but was written on paper that is rolled up (hold up a roll of paper towels as a visual). 

6. Ask students to think of things that are special to them. Share teacher examples to prompt conversation. Quickly have each student share one or two special things (a pet, a place, a family member). Discuss ways we keep these special things safe. Provide examples, such as book covers, storage containers, drawers.

7. Tell students they will be making a portfolio to protect special artwork they create in class. 

Focus Activity Procedure 

1. Show students folded poster board, and tell them that this is going to become their art portfolio.

2. Ask students to think of things that are special to them. Have the students take turns sharing a few of these things with the class.

3. Tell students that they will draw some of these special things on their portfolios. Reassure students that they don’t have to draw pictures that look like the real object, person, or place. Their drawings will be special however they turn out. Encourage students to fill up the entire area of white poster board with special drawings.

4. Excuse students to their tables to work. Circulate around the room and talk with students about what they are drawing. Ask open-ended questions about the choices students are making.

5. When students are finished, they should put markers in the container and move to a designated quiet activity until the rest of the class is done.

Closing

1. Gather class for closing routine.

2. Ask students to share the name of a special folder to hold art and keep it safe —a portfolio. Ask students to share something they added to their portfolio to make it special.

3. Ask students to look for art all around them at home and at school!

Assessments

1. Talk with class about their portfolios and what they would like to place in them to assess their understanding of the concept that a portfolio keeps artwork safe. 

2. While students are working, assess if their drawings represent people, places, or objects that are important to them.

Resources

Vocabulary: 

portfolio

draw

case

Torah

Materials: (art materials, science lab materials, measurement tools, etc.)

-white tag board

-non toxic markers, separated into plastic tubs

-sample of an art portfolio with 

artwork inside

-roll of paper towels

-sample objects of things that are 

important to the teacher to use 

as examples (seashells, a favorite 

book, a photo of a pet).

Prep:

Fold tag board in half (on long side).

Staple folded tag board together on the two short sides, leaving the unfolded, large side open.  

Set Up:

Place one folded tag board at each seat for the students. 

Have a tub of nontoxic markers ready at each table.

Lesson Resources:
 

Extension Activities for Teachers

· Make a scroll “book” add drawings/ writing/ tell a story.

Extension Activities for Families

· Make folded cards for family members and friends. Draw a picture on them to decorate. Help your child write notes to loved ones.

· Talk about family traditions and how special items in the home are protected. 

· Talk about how your child’s artwork can be displayed and protected at home. Is there a special place where artwork is kept?

Examples of Successful Student Outcomes
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Closed portfolios (above) Open Portfolios (below)
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North Carolina Museum of Art
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